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Biography Reports 
After reading, discussing, and collaborating on writing, 
each biography group is ready to share their oral 
reports this week. We won’t be sharing them all in one 
day; a few will present at a time: Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wed. If your child is interested in learning about other 
people besides the person they studied in their group, I 
have lots of books in the classroom and the library has 
additional resources. One of my favorite things about 
2nd graders is how interested they are in learning about 
the lives of others. With February being Black History 
Month and March being Women’s History Month, our line-
up of influential Americans is quite perfect :-)

Geology Grand Finale 
Landform projects created in Science Lab last week:

(Back on track with student-created digital newsletter 
this week. We took a break to focus on biographies. )
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Dates At-a-Glance 

3/15 Awards Assembly 
and Spirit Day (TBA) 

3/21 Family Art Night, 
5-7pm Ada Harris 

4/1-4/5 Parent-Teacher 
Conferences; min. days 

4/16 Field trip to the Zoo 

Homeplay 

Math Book: Week 23 

Math Game: Popular 
Products 

Spelling Words: Week 22 

Inspirations 

“You cannot get through 
a single day without 
having an impact on the 
world around you. What 
you do makes a 
difference, and you have 
to decide what kind of 
difference you want to 
make. ”  ~ Jane Goodall 

WEEKLY NEWS 
Create | Learn | Explore
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Entomology 
Our big geology unit has come to a close and we are 
now embarking on the study of insects as part of a 
larger unit on Life Cycles (insects, plants, animals). To 
get us thinking about insects, we studied a poem called 
“Hurt No Living Thing,” in which Christina Rossetti 
invites us to refrain from hurting even the tiniest of 
creatures. Your sweet, clever 2nd graders came up with 
the following interpretations: Don’t squish! Be nice! Don’t 
bug bugs! Be kind to animals! This unit is an invitation for 
you to ‘lay aside’ any creepy, crawly feelings you may 
have about little critters and join in the curiosity 
children naturally have about the world around them.

When children are young, the way we talk about 
school, math, insects, anything…shapes the way they 
think and conduct themselves. If you yourself were “not 
good at math” or “not good at art” when you were in 
school, try refraining from saying that to them because 
it can instill an unnecessary fear. Rather give them a 
chance to love it and engage in questions and 
conversation around what’s challenging, what they 
enjoy, and how they are growing in skill.

“Children learn from the culture by which they are surrounded. 
When their parents support and encourage talk about numbers, 
shapes, and patterns, children tend to talk more about those 
things. And through talking about them they learn. When their 
parents are anxious about math, or talk about themselves as 
not being math people, children come to understand that math 
is only for some people, and that it is scary and probably best 
avoided.” ~Table Talk Math

——————

The SignUpGenius for conferences went out via email 
today. Have a great week! ~ Ms. Boyesen
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Books We Read Last 
Week: 

Ask what surprised or 
inspired your child in 
reading these books: 

• Buddy the First Seeing 
Eye Dog by Eva Moore 

• Brad Meltzer books for 
biography groups: 

• I Am Jane Goodall  

• I Am Martin Luther King 
Jr. 

• I Am Amelia Earhart  

• I Am Abraham Lincoln 

• I Am Rosa Parks 

• I Am Albert Einstein 

Upcoming Birthdays 

• (no Room 12 birthdays in 
March) 

Library 

If you have overdue books, 
please send them in as 
soon as possible. Thanks!
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